
 
The Discipline of Psychiatry is honoured to introduce you to our esteemed speakers for 

 Research week 2023 

Epidemiology, biostatistics and writing workshop presenters:  

David C. Henderson, MD currently serves as Psychiatrist-in-Chief at 
Boston Medical Center and Professor and Chair of Psychiatry at Boston 
University School of Medicine. Dr. Henderson previously served as 
Director of The Chester M. Pierce, MD Division of Global Psychiatry at 
Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH), Director of the MGH 
Schizophrenia Clinical and Research Program, and Medical Director of the 
Harvard Program in Refugee Trauma. He also worked for Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology Health Services for 10 years. Presently, Dr. 
Henderson serves as Co-Director of the NIMH T32 Boston University 
School of Medicine (BUSM)/Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) 
Global Mental Health Clinical Research Fellowship. He has worked 

internationally for the past 28 years in resource-limited settings, and areas impacted by mass violence, 
disasters and complex emergencies.  

 

Lawrence Were, PhD is the Director of Research for the Global & Local 
Center for Mental Health Disparities in the Department of Psychiatry at 
Boston Medical Center, and Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Health Sciences at Boston University’s College of Health and 
Rehabilitation Sciences: Sargent College. His research focuses on the 
application of health economics in estimating the impact of reforms 
within healthcare systems and health insurance programs on the 
outcomes of marginalized and high risk populations, such as informal 
traders and HIV+ individuals including pregnant women and their 

children.  

 

Rachel Oblath, PhD is an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at Boston 
University School of Medicine and the Director of Methodology for the 
Department of Psychiatry at Boston Medical Center. She completed her 
doctorate at Boston University, where she was a fellow in the Social 
Adjustment and Bullying Prevention Laboratory. Her research focuses on 
the provision of psychiatric emergency services for underserved 
populations. In particular, she examines the relationship between 
utilization of psychiatric emergency services and outpatient mental 
healthcare, particularly among youth and families.  

 



Tithi Baul, MPH is the Director of Evaluation in the Department of 
Psychiatry at Boston Medical Center. She has a Bachelor of Science in 
Physiology and Neuroscience from the University of California, San Diego, 
and a Master of Public Health in Biostatistics from Boston University. Tithi 
is responsible for directing, planning, and identifying metrics and data 
sources needed to evaluate various clinical programs within the 
Department.  

 

 

 

Qualitative workshops presented by:  

Thirusha Naidu (MClin. Psych PhD) is a clinical psychologist practising in 
the public health context in South Africa.  Her research focus is in medical 
education, is linked to Global Health and is inspired by her experiences as 
Global South participant in Global Health research projects on mental 
health and infectious diseases (HIV and MDR-TB, FGS etc).  Dr Naidu’s 
works predominantly with qualitative research and her writing focuses 
on conceptual, ethical and scholarly activist issues, antiracism and EDI. 
She was recently profiled in The Lancet.   

 

 

 

 

Mihoko Maru, PhD, LCSW, MA is a clinical social worker and researcher 
based in Boston, Massachusetts, USA. Currently, she is a postdoctoral 
fellow in the Boston University Medical Campus-Massachusetts General 
Hospital Global Psychiatry Clinical Research Training program. Dr. Maru 
is dedicated to promoting mental health equity in both domestic and 
international contexts and enhancing mental health care through the 
examination of structural and socio-cultural barriers and facilitators in 
marginalized communities. Her current research focuses on the impact 
of trauma on mental health, suicide risk, and psychotic disorders among 
children and young people from low-resource and underserved 
communities.  

  

  

 


